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Status 
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2aO This action is FINAL. 2b® This action is non-final. 
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)D ^?a!2rtance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11. 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IE1 Claim(s) MO is/are rejected. 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

in section 1 02 o) this title, ij me aijjervm,™ j h . fh inventlon waS made 

negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
3. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Durana et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,018,765) in view of Favor (U.S. Patent No. 5,819,056). 

Regarding claim 1, Durana et al. (or "Durana" hereinafter) discloses an output interface 
for a sender of video data having an output for providing video data, i.e., video data is provided 
to users or the system including an output interface such as video and audio outputs (Fig. 6 and 
col. 8/lines 16-27) for providing video data (col. 1/line 55 to col. 2/line 4); wherein the output 
interface transfers data and asserts one of the valid data signal and the valid command signal to 
the receiver in response to a request signal received from the receiver, i.e., valid data signal 
including the valid command signal are transferred by the output interface to the receiver or the 
viewer (Fig. 2/at the set-tops 42) in response to a request signal from the receiver, for instance, 
the viewer sends a request signal for selecting a program by pushing a preselected button on 
his/her set-top box or a remote control (col. 4/lines 4-21). 
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Durana does not teach the steps of comprising "a valid data signal associated with the 
data indicating whether the associated data includes valid video data; and a valid command 
signal indicating whether the data includes command data; and wherein the command data 
includes a memory address at a receiver of the data"; however, Favor teaches a computer system 
wherein the command or controldata can be checked whether valid ornotby an execution 
engine in including an instruction decoder for tracking and monitoring the command data 
including the memory address at the receiver, i.e, which is a memory 1 30 m this scenario (see 
Fig. 2, and col. 32/lines 1 1-39 & col. 33/lines 28-40 & Fig. 9 and col. 36/line 46 to col. 37/line 
40 for details on the procedure on read & write instructions for decoding valid signals). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Durana's technique with Favor's teaching technique of decoding valid 
signals using instructions to verify memory addresses at the receiver in order to provide valid 
data signals including valid command signal in response to a request signal at the receiver. 

Regarding claim 2, Durana discloses an input interface for a receiver of video data having 
an input for receiving data, i.e., input interface of the decoder in this configuration having input 
for receiving data from the host (Fig. 3/item 14, and col. 1/line 55-col. 2/hne 4); wherein the 
input interface transfers video data received to the memory address specified in the command 
data in the memory of the receiver (as illustrated in Figs. 10 & 12, and col. 13/lines 12-20 & col. 
16/lines 16-36 for a specified memory address as brought up by the command data, which 
provides an allocation memory address table for the receiver to perform). 

Durana does not address the steps of comprising "a valid data signal associated with the 
data indicating whether the associated data includes valid video data; and a valid command 
signal indicating whether the data includes command data; and wherein the command data 
includes a memory address at a receiver of the data"; however, Favor teaches a computer system 
wherein the command or control data can be checked whether valid or not by an execution 
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engine in including an instruction decoder for tracking and monitoring the command data 
including the memory address at the receiver, i.e, which is a memory 130 in this scenario (see 
Fig. 2, and col. 32/lines 1 1-39 & col. 33/lines 28-40 & Fig. 9 and col. 36/line 46 to col. 37/line 
40 for details on the procedure on read & write instructions for decoding valid signals). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Durana's tecnique with Favor's teaching technique of decoding valid 
signals using instructions to verify memory addresses at the receiver in order to provide valid 
data signals including valid command signal in response to a request signal at the receiver. 

Regarding claim 3, Durana and Favor teach a device for reading video data from a 
memory in another device, i.e., a multimedia server (as illustrated in Durana - Fig. 2/item 30), 
comprising: an output interface having an output for providing data, and a valid data signal 
associated with the data indicating whether the associated data is valid video data, and a valid 
command signal indicating whether the data includes command data, and wherein the command 
data includes a memory address in the memory in the other device, and having an input for 
receiving a request signal from the other device; wherein the output interface transfers data to the 
other device in response to a request signal received from the other device (see the Examiner's 
discussion in claim 1 above); and an input interface having an input for receiving data, and a 
valid data signal associated with the data indicating whether the associated data is valid video 
data (see Examiner's discussion in claim 2 above). 

As for claim 4, in further view of claim 3 above, Durana and Favor further disclose a 
memory, i.e., a mass storage for storing a plurality of video data files (Durana - Fig. 3/item 12, 
and col. 4/lines 31-44 & col. 6/lines 10-23); and wherein the input of the input interface further 
receives a valid command signal indicating whether the data includes command data, wherein 
the command data includes a memory address in the memory of the device, wherein the input 
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interface transfers valid data received to the memory address specified in the command data in 
the memory of the device (see Examiner's discussion in claim 2 above). 

As for claim 5, in further view of claim 3 above, Durana and Favor further disclose a 
queue of memory addresses sent in command data to the other device, i.e., stream of data sent to 
a first in first out memory (FIFO) in providing a read/write storage to buffer data transferred over 
the system bus (Fig. 9, and col. 1 1/line 40-col. 12/line 13) which including memory addresses 
conveyed in the command data (col. 13/line 54 to col. 14/line 26); and wherein the input of the 
input interface further receives a valid command signal indicating whether the data includes 
command data, i.e., a valid command data is supplied by the host in transferring those valid data 
(col. 5/line 55 to col. 6/line 9); wherein the command data includes a memory address in the 
memory of the other device, wherein the input interface determines whether the memory address 
corresponds to a memory address in the queue, i.e., the command data comprises a full set of 
functions which allows the viewer to control a program (col. 5/lines 55-67) which also including 
a memory address or memory allocation table for the host to send appropriate requested data 
(Fig. 10, and col. 13/lines 12-20 & col. 16/lines 16-36 for more details on a memory map) as 
well as an illustration in Figure 12 for memory address of the other device therein. 

Regarding claims 6-8, Durana and Favor disclose "a device for providing video data to 
another device, comprising: a memory for storing video data; an input interface having an input 
for receiving data, and a valid command signal indicating whether the data includes command 
data, wherein the command data includes a memory address in the device, wherein the input 
interface reads video data from the memory in the device using the memory address specified in 
the command data; an output interface having an output for providing data, and a valid data 
signal associated with the data indicating whether the associated data is valid video data; wherein 
the output interface transfers the video data read from the memory to the other device in response 
to a request signal received from the other device"; "wherein the input of the input interface 
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data received from the Cher device in the memory in .he device a, .he memory address specified 
ln the command da, (as illustrated in Figs. 10 * 12. and col. 13/hnes 12-20 * co,. 16,i„es 16- 
36 for a specified memory address as brought up by me command da*, which provides an 
location memory address .able for me receiver .o perform); an output interface havmg an 
output for providing a reques. signa., wherein me Cher device transfers the video data to the 
device in response to .he request signal, i.e., valid data signal including the valid command 
signal are transferred by the output interface as mentioned above to the receiver or the vrewer 
(Fig 2/at the set-tops 42) in response .o a request signa. from the receiver, for instance, as .he 
viewer sends a reuues. signal for se.ec.ing a prognun by pushing a preselee.ed bu..on on h,s*er 
set-top box or a remote control (col. 4/lines 4-21 ; and the Examiner's dicussion in churns 1 -2 
above). 

As for claim 10, Durana and Favor teach "a device for writing video data to a memory m 
another device, comprising: an output interface having an output for providing data, and a va.id 
data signa. associated with the data ind,cating whether the associated da, is vahd video data, 
and a valid command signal indicating whether me da.a includes command data, and wherem the 
command data includes a memory address in the memory in the other device, and havmg an 
input for receiving a request signal from the „,her device; wherein .he output interface transfers 
dam to the other device in response to a reques. signa. received from the other device" (see 
Examiner's discussion in claim 6 above). 



4. The prior art 
disclosure 



Conclusion 

made of record and no. replied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



Favor et al. (U.S Pat. No.6,093,213) disc.ose a flexible implemen.ation of a system management 
mode (SMM) in a processor. 
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Bonke et al. (U.S. Pat. No.5,661,848) disclose a multiple-drive data-storage system include a 
multiple-drive controller. 

Bleidt et al. (U.S. Pat. No.5,920,702) disclose a method of stripping a data stream onto subsets of 
storage devices in a multiple user data distribution system. 



5 Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to. ^ 372.93 14, (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Krista Kieu-Oanh Bui whose telephone number is (703) 305-0095. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM, with alternate 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

should S technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone number 

is (703) 306-0377. 
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